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Combined Choirs, St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Rochester, N. Y. 


POEMS 


The Accursed Tree 


And was I not the fateful tree 

On which your Savior died? 

A cedar of fair Lebanon, 

Cut down in all my pride, 

I was the tree the woodsmen chose, 
Yes, I, the one they took, 

Growing on a sunny knoll 

Beside a singing brook; 

A brook where grew the water cress, 
Wherein the fishes played, 

Its banks lined with forget-me-nots, 
Sweet, in the forest glade. 


On me the axes fell; 

’Twas I that was hewn down 

And placed upon a lonely hill 

To feel the thorny crown. 

Accursed named by all, 

And yet, I felt His tears; 

Was washed by His redeeming blood 
That still streams through the years 
To cleanse all men from sin; 

And, believing, they may die 

Torn from the very gates of hell 
By the One they crucify! 


I heard His promise given 

To the thief. I heard the sighs. 
“Today shalt thou be with Me, 
Verily, in Paradise!” 

And ye who crucified Him 

These blessed words heard, too: 
“Forgive them, O My Father, 

For they know not what they do!” 
Forget me, all ye sinners, 

(And forgotten, no great loss), 
But remember well your Savior, 
Who died on me, the Cross! 


Oshkosh, Wis. ARTHUR L. FISCHER 


Not a Circle, But a Cross 


Not like a circle is the love of Jesus, 

Incent’ring Him, while we remain with- 
out, 

But rather like a cross, 
heaven, 

Yet reaching down to all the earth about. 


pointing to 


The outstretched arms, embracing ev’ry 
sinner, 

Would lift him from the depths to draw 
him near; 

Its radiant light proclaims redeeming 
mercy, 

Saying: 
here!” 


“Look unto Me,  salvation’s 


No place so distant but His love can 
follow, 

No sin so black, His grace cannot con- 
ceal, 

No pit too deep for saving arms to 
reach us, 

No wound so sore, His mercy cannot 
heal. 


And whosoever will believe Him, trust 
Him, 

Repentant, and from love of self set 
free — 

At peace with God, need never fear 
destruction, 

But with his Savior live eternally. 

Wirma E. McNatiy 


Schenectady, N. Y. 


“Is It Nothing to You?” 


“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” 

Are you blind to His grief and deaf to 
His cry? 

Oh, have you no need of a Savior today? 

Or is it the price that’s too heavy to pay? 

You may have to forego some of the 
things you now do. 

But the price that He paid — is it nothing 
to you? 


Is it nothing to you? Then answer this 


cry, 

“Just where do you fit in the crowd that 
stood by, 

A Judas? a Peter? a Pilate? a John? 

Oh, answer me this: Whose side are 
you on? 

You can’t be on both; oh, then quickly 
decide, 

Come stand by the cross, please don’t 
turn aside.” 


Is it nothing to you that the power of sin 

Still brings so much woe to this world 
we live in? 

For the heart that is closed to this Christ 
and His Cross 

Is open to Satan and sin’s fatal dross. 

For he will direct and control all you do. 

Either Satan or Christ —is it nothing 
to you? 


Is 5 nothing to you? Come, kneel at His 
eet, 

For here there is peace and there’s 
pardon complete. 

For here all are equal; no great or no 
small. 

For the cancer of sin has infected us all. 

In His blood there is healing — oh, what 
will you do? 

It’s life or it’s death. Is it nothing to you? 
Milwaukee EsTHER A. SCHUMANN 


Easter Meditation 


On Easter morn our Lord arose from 
death. 
Let all the world now lift its joyous 
voice. 
Our mournful earth awakes and draws 
glad breath. 
Let every woman, man, and child 
rejoice! 
“Our Lord is risen!” was the cry that day. 
He is our Lord, the One we all adore, 
Who conquered Satan and his fiendish 
way. 
Therefore we sing Christ’s praises 
evermore. 


Christ came to live in our sad world of 
strife, 

Our Savior died to save us from our sin. 

Our ety redeemed us with His sinless 
ife 

His love for all mankind is genuine. 


For sinners Jesus came to live and die. 
He rose that we might live with Him on 
high. 7 
ELLEN SCHEUNEMAN Marx 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Easter 


The happy Easter day is here! 

Proclaim its tidings far and near! 
Our Lord is risen from the grave. 
Victorious now life’s banners wav 


Jesus, our Lord, rose from the dea 
He crushed the serpent Satan’s he 
And carried off triumphantly 
Eternal life victoriously. 


Rejoice, O Christians, everywhere! © 
The peace of every soul declare. 

Hail to our King, the Prince of Lif 
The Victor in this deadly strife! f 


Now let us ring the Easter chimes, 
Proclaim the message through all 
times! 
And sing it loud with sweet cm 
ee redeemed through Christ, o 
or 


Shawano, Wis. Paut R. WELLER 
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THE COVER 


The Junior Choir (center) and tk 
Senior Choir of St. Matthew’s Chure 
Rochester, N. Y., were photographed la 
year for an eight- column picture in tk 
Easter Sunday edition of the Beche 
Democrat and Chronicle. 


For the processional on Easter a 
combined choirs sang “Jesus Christ — 
Risen Today, Alleluia.” 


Rev. Herbert E. Plehn is pastor of tk 
congregation, and John Miller, chois 
master and organist. 
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n Maundy Thursday our Lord 

gave His body and blood sac- 

ramentally; on Good Friday He 

_ gave His body and blood sacrificially. 

His sacramental and His sacrificial 

_ giving of Himself differ yet resemble 

each other. As their differences and 

similarities are noted, both the Sac- 

-rament and the sacrifice of Christ 
become more meaningful. 


Differences 
Purpose 


On Calvary our Lord gave Him- 
self as our Substitute to earn for us 
the remission of our sins. He gave 
His body and blood in the Upper 
Room as He still does in the Sacra- 
ment to impart to us this remission. 
Luther says: “In treating of the for- 
_giveness of sins we must speak on 
two points: how it was procured and 
how it is to be distributed. It was 
_ procured by Christ on the cross, but 
He did not distribute it on the cross. 
In the Sacrament He did not procure 
it, but there it is distributed, as also 
wherever the Gospel is preached” 
(St); 3X, 275). 


Means 


The sacrifice of Christ was the only 
-means by which our salvation could 
_be effected. “Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other” (Acts 4:12). 
_Christ’s Sacrament, however, is not 
the only means by which the salva- 
tion procured for us can be conveyed 
to us. “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word .. .” (Rom. 
10:17). By means of the audible 
- Word —the Word in language with- 
out the visible elements of the Sac- 
-rament — God works in us the faith 

which appropriates the salvation 
earned for us by Christ’s sacrifice. 
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“The Last Supper,’’ Italian (Venetian) copy after Tintoretto 


Once and Often 


The body and the blood of Christ 
sacrificed on Calvary were given 
into death “once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 
In the Sacrament the body and the 
blood of Christ are given repeatedly. 
“As often as ye eat this bread and 
drink this cup,” says St. Paul. 


For Whom 


In the sacrifice for which Jesus 
was Himself the Victim and the Priest 
He gave His body and blood for all 
people of the past, present, and fu- 
ture. “He died for all” (2 Cor. 5:15), 
for the believers and the unbelievers. 
In the Sacrament which He instituted, 
Christ’s body and blood are given 
only to those who partake of the 
Supper. They are received worthily 
only by those who truly repent of 
their sins and believe in Him as their 


Savior — and not by those who are 
impenitent. “He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily eateth and 


drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord’s body” (1 Cor. 
11:29). 


Similarities 
For Remission 


On the night in which He was 
betrayed our Lord gave His body and 
blood to impart to us the remission 
of sins. On the day of His crucifixion 
our Lord gave His body and blood to 
earn for us the remission of sins. 
In the Sacrament and in the sacrifice 
the giving is for the remission of sins. 
On Calvary Christ took upon Himself 
the sins of the world and cleansed 
Eimselia otwralle this. sin. Thus, His 
glorified Self is the embodiment of 
victory over sin, as Adam’s depraved 
self is the embodiment of defeat. As 
we became sinful through the natural 
connection by which Adam’s body 
and blood were transmitted to us, so 
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we progress in holiness through the 
supernatural connection by which 
Christ’s body and blood in the Sac- 
rament are given to us. 


Real Body and Blood 


The real body and the real blood 
of Christ are given in the Sacrament 
as well as in the sacrifice. Christ was 
not crucified in effigy. The figure on 
the cross was not symbolic of His 
body. It was His body. Similarly, the 
bread and wine of the Sacrament are 
not merely representative of Christ’s 
body and blood. They are His body 
and blood. Jesus said, “Take, eat, 
this is My body ... This cup is the 
new testament in My blood.” The 
Children of Israel ate the very lamb 
which was sacrificed in the Passover. 
In the Lord’s Supper the communi- 
cants partake in a sacramental man- 
ner of the very Lamb of God who 
gave His body and shed His blood 
for our sins. 


God Alone 


The giving in the sacrifice and in 
the Sacrament is and must be done 
by God. Only God could make sat- 
isfaction for our sins. “No man can 
by any means redeem his brother” 
(Ps. 49:7), much less himself. God 
alone could be and was a sufficient 
Ransom for humankind. And it is God 
alone who can give us the faith to 
appropriate the redemption achieved 
by the sacrifice of Jesus. “Faith ... 
is the gift of God” (Eph.2:8). “Ye 
are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation” (1 Pe- 
ter 1:5). Through the Sacrament 
God strengthens that faith. Quite 
rightly, then, the pastor, after the ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper, 
says to those who have communed: 
“May this strengthen and preserve 
you in the true faith unto life ever- 
lasting.” 


The Sorrowing Savior in Gethsemane 


Watch! Watch and pray! 

Beware! Temptation will assail you. 
The spirit indeed is willing; 

The flesh is weak. 


My sorrowing soul is near to death. 
Rest you here. I go to pray. 


+ + + 


Death chills My veins. 
Father! 
Abba, Father! 
If it be Your will — 

Your will is always done — 
Let this cup pass from Me. 


Father! 
No answer? 
Once answer on the instant came, 
I prayed, 
“Father, glorify Your name.” 
From heaven, the Voice: 
“T have both glorified it 
And will glorify again.” 


+ + + 
Silence, unbroken silence, now. 


My God, oh, why, My God, have You 
forsaken Me? 

Why far from helping Me? 

Why deaf to all My cries? 


My God, I cry by day — 
No answer to My plea; 
I call by night — 
But no relief. 


- Yet You are holy; 
You will not let Me perish; 
You will not leave My soul in hell; 
Your Holy One You will not see cor- 
rupted. 


Israel’s praises are Your throne. 

In You our fathers trusted when they 
fled from Egypt; 

On You they built when Amalek would 
destroy them. 
They cried to You, 
And they were saved; 
In You they trusted; 
They were not put to shame. 


+ + + 
No answer? Silence still. 


I am-a worm, no man; 

I writhe in agony. 

Prostrate I lie upon the earth; 

My sweat, like blood, falls to the ground. 
I sink in mire where none can stand. 


Upon Me men heap shame, 
Despised I am, rejected, 
Forsaken all by men. 


They mock Me and revile Me; 

In sneering scorn they wag their heads: 
“Roll Your burden on the Lord! 
Let the Lord deliver Him! 
Let the Lord come down 

Him! 
Brazenly He bragg«!, 
‘The Father or I 


and help 


+ + + 


O My Father, 
This¢cupewes 
It cannot pass? 


My God, You always were My trust; 

You drew Me from the womb; 

You kept Me safe upon My mother’s 
breasts; 

From infancy I lay securely in Your 
bosom. 

You from My birth have been My God. 


“Christ in Gethsemane,” Liska 


Be near Me now! 

Distress of soul comes over Me! 
My body groans in pain. 

You, You alone, can help. 


Like violent bulls — 
Wild, snorting bulls — 

Men of wrath surround Me. 

With open mouths they threaten Me 
Like rending, roaring lions. 


Even My familiar friend, 
In whom I trusted, 
Who ate My bread, 
Has lifted up his heel against Me. 


I am poured out like water; 
My bones torn out of joint. 

My heart, like wax, 

Melts in My breast. 
My strength has ebbed away. 
My tongue cleaves to My palate. 


Waves uncontrolled roar over My head. . 


In icy death You lay Me low. 
+ + + 


Asleep, My friends? 
And could* you not 
Watch with Me for a single hour? 


+ + + 


Alone, all, all alone. My soul with grief 
afflicted. 

Behold and see, ‘ 

Have there been ‘sorrows like My 
sorrows? 
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Snarling men like dogs surround Me. 
Felons now close in on Me. 

They pierce My hands and feet. 

My bones are wrenched apart. 


They glare at Me; 

They gormandize My misery; 
My garments they divide; 
They gamble for My clothing, 


O Lord, be not far off! 
My Helper, hasten to My aid! 
Set free My soul, and save My life 
From 
human curs, 
the lion’s jaws, 
the horns of raging oxen, 


+ +. + 
Father, 
If such Your will, 
Remove this cup from Me... 
Your will — 
Not Mine — 
Be done. 


+ + + 


Oh, blessed help from angel hands! 
The goal shines clear before My eyes. 
My grief o’erborne, again I’m strong. 


+ + + 


Your name to brethren I’ll proclaim; 
Your name I'll sing among the saints. 


All you who fear Him, praise the 
Lord! 
You sons of Jacob, praise the Lord! 
And reverence Him, you sons of 
Israel. 
For He has not despised, 
Has not abhorred, 
The affliction of Him whom He afflicted, 
Nor hid His face for long. 
Though for a moment He forgot,. 
With boundless mercy did He gather. 
He heard My cry. 


+ + + 


The ends of earth shall know Your grace, 
Shall turn to You, O Lord. 
From distant lands shall sons and daugh- 
ters come 
To worship at Your throne. 


Dominion is the Lord’s; 
He rules the nations. 


+ + + 


The proud and great with treasures rare, 
The poor with broken heart, 
Shall joy in giving giory to the Lord. 


And people yet unborn, yes, children’s 
children 

Shall preach Your righteousness — 

The covenant of grace, eternally decreed. 


The just shall live by faith; _ 
My blood shall wash all sins away 
And crimson stains make white as snow. 


+ + + 


Awake! 

Arise! 

We go. 
The hour has come when sinners bind Me. 
He who betrays Me is at hand. 


So must the Scriptures be fulfilled. 
So must redemption be achieved. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. Pau F, BENTE 
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The 


“Can any church, as an 
institution, maintain itself as 


a dominating factor in the 
city if it does not maintain 
a downtown unit?” 


PART II. What About the 
Downtown Church? 


hile it is undeniable that the 

church in the rural areas is 

vexed with the problem of mi- 
gration to the city and with other dif- 
ficulties, the average city church is 
beset with more annoying vexations. 
Some churches stand where the tide 
is coming in and experience an influx 
of more or less assimilable people. 
Some stand where the tide is going 
out, and for them it means diminished 
opportunity with a declining popula- 
tion. Some have tried to hold out 
against it and to draw their people 
from great distances to maintain a 
socially stranded institution. Some 
have sought refuge in flight. Others 
have been content to wrap the mantle 
of isolation about them and lie down 
in peace to die. A minority have made 
heroic efforts to adapt their ministry 
to a changing environment and have 
thus remained true to their divine 
charter and commission. A thorough 
analysis of all churches in a given 
city would reveal that all of them 
have problems arising from the con- 
stant shifting and sifting of the pop- 
ulation, of members and prospective 
members. 


Strategic Center 


Now it has been said that he does 
most to Christianize the city who does 
most to Christianize the downtown 
district. Certainly the downtown sec- 
tion is the strategic center of the mu- 
nicipality. It is here that Christianity 
is put to the test. Here is the greatest 
opportunity for permeating the life 
of the population. This would mean 
that if a denomination has no down- 
_ town church, it can have little in- 
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Church 


ina 


fluence on the city as a whole; or if 
it gives up its hold on the strategic 
center, it loses its hold on the city. 
Can the church, can any church, as 
an institution, maintain itself as a 
dominating factor in the city if it does 
not maintain a downtown unit? The 
answer to that question is basic to 
our whole discussion. 


Bulwark and Dynamo 


This writer has come to the con- 
clusion that wherever a denomination 
has a downtown church in a good 
location it should maintain that 
church as long as possible and make 
it as effective as human means and 
divine power can make it. Only an 
effective downtown church can pro- 
vide religious opportunity for the en- 
tire population of the city, can 
properly represent that denomination 
in the face of trade and industry, bear 
witness to the supremacy of religion 
in human affairs, win the transient 
city-dweller to God, and _ attach 
church members who are coming to 
the city. The downtown church, of 
necessity, has a city-wide ministry. 
It should be the bulwark and inspira- 
tion to every other church in the city. 
Such a church, by the very fact of its 
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By WILLIAM A. DREWS 
Executive Secretary 


Eastern District of Synod, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Changing 


Community 


PHILIP GENDREAU,N. Y. 


position, must carry on a program 
adequate to serve effectively the life 
of the whole city. It should be a dy- 
namo through which is generated the 
spirit of true evangelism, quickening 
and vitalizing the life of the whole 
people. In short, it should occupy a 
position of leadership, not only for 
sister churches of its own denomina- 
tion but for the religious life of the 
municipality. 


A Neighborhood Church 


Obviously this does not mean that 
“Old First” should be a mere symbol 
of Lutheranism or merely provide a 
tower from which to fly the Lutheran 
colors. Nor should she play the part 
of grandma, sitting in her rocking 
chair and waiting for her daughter 
congregations to come home and help 
celebrate her anniversaries. The 
downtown church can carry on not 
only an extensive but also an inten- 
sive ministry. It can seek the un- 
churched and the unshepherded who 
live in the shadow of her venerable 
spires. It can at least reach out for 
those who are not responsive to the 
invitation of a mission or chapel, but 
who can be reached by the leverage 

(Continued on page 11) 


YOUR SYNOD 


THE PRESIDENT 


The Bylaws to Synod’s Constitution 
speak a clear language about the ap- 
pointment of committees for conven- 
tions. We read, paragraph 1.27: “The 
President shall refer all matters which 
are to be presented to Synod to com- 
mittees appointed by him from among 
the accredited delegates and official 
representatives in order to expedite the 
transaction of business.” 

There are at least two exceptions. 
The President cannot appoint the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. This is done 
by a Selection Committee which is 
elected by the previous convention 
(synodical Handbook, 2.139).— The 
other exception is the Committee of 
Review for any appeal which may have 
been made to Synod (synodical Hand- 
book, 5.97). 

One of the very large committees 
appointed by the President for many 
years has been known as Committee I. 
it considers all matters pertaining to 
our colleges and seminaries. It consists 
of about 60 men: Synod’s Board of 
Directors, the majority of the District 
Presidents, at least 21 pastors, teachers, 
laymen, and professors from various 
sections of Synod. This Committee will 
meet for four full-day sessions prior to 
the convention, beginning Friday morn- 
ing, June 15, at Concordia College, 
St. Paul, Minn. This committee has 
much, very much work before it. As 
promised in the last issue of the 
WITNESS, I want to give a brief preview 
of some of the important matters. 


Reports and Requests 


The Boards of Control of Synod’s 
16 colleges and seminaries in North 
and South America, all of whom are 
elected directly by Synod, are expected 
to report to Synod on their activities 
during the past triennium (synodical 
Handbook, 2.13). Furthermore, since 
said Boards of Control are held to 
“operate and manage” their respective 
institution ‘“‘as the agent of Synod,” the 
convention must be fully informed 
about the needs of all its institutions. 

Because the work of our colleges 
and seminaries has grown tremendously 
and mounted in importance, Synod has 
for many years authorized the appoint- 
ment of a Board for Higher Education. 
This Board “shall strive to maintain 
the educational institutions of Synod at 
a high degree of efficiency and gener- 
ally promote, improve, supervise, and 
direct adequate education for the prep- 
aration of its ministers and teachers, 
and assist, encourage, and advise with 
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regard to means and objectives of 
higher Christian education, always 
keeping in mind the specific religious, 
spiritual, and professional ideals and 
objectives of our whole educational 
system” (synodical Handbook, 6.05). 
Hence Synod expects a report from 
the Board for Higher Education on its 
activities during the past triennium. 
There will be reports requesting funds 
for improvement and enlargement of 
present facilities. This will call for the 
appropriation of large sums. 


The Senior College 


Synod will want the Board for 
Higher Education and the Board of 
Control of our future Senior College to 
present a report on the progress made 
toward the establishment of the Senior 
College. For reasons beyond our con- 
trol (e. g., the assignment of steel by 
the Government to the flood-stricken 
areas in the New England States) this 
college will not open in September 
1956, as originally planned, but in 
September 1957. This means that the 
present Junior College at Fort Wayne 
will continue for another year. Fur- 
thermore, because of an abnormal rise 
in building costs since Synod decided 
to establish a Senior College, it will be 
necessary to consider the request for 
additional funds to complete the in- 
stitution. Serious, prayerful consider- 
ation must be given to this matter. 


The Shortage of Manpower 


Synod’s Board for Higher Educa- 
tion, deeply concerned about training 
a sufficient number of qualified. pastors 
and teachers, will report on the enroll- 
ments at our institutions. The big 
question is: Have we a sufficient num- 
ber of students at our colleges and 
seminaries today to supply the needs of 
the coming years? We have a _ pro- 
nounced shortage of pastors and teach- 
ers now. If God grants us the same 
rate of growth He has granted us ih 
the past, we shall definitely need more 
pastors and teachers. 

What remedy can be offered? The 
Board for Higher Education will pro- 
pose that we follow an intensified and 
more systematic program of recruit- 
ment. Emphasis is to be placed not 
merely on quantity, but also on quality. 
The Lord needs many gifted, pious, 
and consecrated young men and women 
in His service of Christ’s kingdom. 
A careful survey shows that there are 
congregations from ‘which we have had 
no students; in fact, that even larger 
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Districts furnish very few students in 
proportion to the number of young 
men and women in their membership. 
If we want pastors and teachers and 
professors and missionaries, we must 
furnish students. The convention must 
concern itself with this problems: ----- ~~’ 
With the rising standard of living, 
most parents can afford to provide pro- 
fessional training for their children. 
However, what if parents cannot afford 
to educate their sons and daughters for 
church work? There will be a proposal 
that we develop our Student Aid pro- 
gram. District boards need to empha- 
size this more. Congregations or aux- 
iliary societies, or individuals with 
temporal means, should be urged to ~ 
furnish scholarships, grants in aid, or 
even loan funds, for such students. 


Full Use of Present Facilities 


Do we have room for more students 
at our colleges? The question whether 
we are making fullest use of our exist- 
ing plants must be considered. We are 
told that though there has been a sharp 
decline in the number of students not 
preparing for the ministry, we never- 
theless need to make the best use we 
can of our present facilities. 

Some have suggested that we drop 
the high school departments at our 
preparatory schools and enroll students 
only on the college level. Thus we 
would have ample room. Sounds 
simple, doesn’t it? However, it is by 
no means a simple matter. Such a 
change should not be considered until 
we are assured that we can get students 
who are well qualified to enroll on the 
college level and who also show. the 
proper attitude to prepare for the 
preaching or teaching ministry. We 
must avoid any change under pressure. 
We are informed that even now our 
colleges are instructed to give priority 
to upper-class enrollments of such stu- 
dents as qualify. There will be a pro- 
posal that this matter be given special 
study and that Synod take proper 
action in 1959, : 

It is evident that Committee I has 
much work to do if it is to propose — 
proper resolutions which will enable — 

. 
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the convention to take such action as 
will serve the best interests of Christ’s 
cause. Let us not forget to pray whole- 
heartedly the words from the church’s 
General Prayer: “Especially bless in 
our country also the institutions of the 
true faith, in preparing faithful laborers 
in Thy vineyard.” 

JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


The Pualte 
W) 


The Suffering Savior 


Psalm 89:38-41: “Thou hast cast 
_ and abhorred, Thou hast been 
oth with Thine Anointed. Thou hast 
ide void the covenant of Thy Serv- 
t. Thou hast profaned His crown by 
sting it to the ground. ... All that 
s by the way spoil Him. He is 
reproach to His neighbors.” 


ith prophetic insight, the Psalm- 
ist here depicts the - dreadful 
ony that the Savior experienced as 
+ hung on the cross on that first 
vod Friday. Persecuted by His en- 
uies, condemned by the rulers, de- 
sed by the bystanders, deserted by 
friends, forsaken even by His 
venly Father, Jesus could well ac- 
ani Himself “cast off and abhorred.” 
the anguish of the crucifixion, the 
ither indeed showed Himself to be 
‘roth with His Anointed.” 
' The Psalmist describes the grim 
ama of Calvary as though he were 
spectator. There are the cruel jibes 
‘the rabble. There are the soldiers, 
sting lots for the Savior’s robe. 
1ere are the malefactors, railing at 
= Sufferer on the central cross. 
vere are the weeping women. There 
ithe lance’s bloody thrust. There is 
2 supernatural darkness. There is 
: quaking of the earth. There is the 
ead, mysterious cry: “My God, My 
bd, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 
_ The story of Good Friday has been 
Bcded: in prophecy and fulfillment, 
it merely to play upon our sympathy 
‘to evoke a sentimental tear. Rather 
: are brought in spirit to the foot of 
ilvary’s cross that we may there be- 
Id the consequence of our sin, the 
‘ath of God in terrible display, and 
.s judgment upon our wayward race. 
For He who suffered and died 
von the cross was Himself innocent 
all sin. He was “the Lamb of God, 
re and holy.” And so in Him we 
2 the Substitute for sinful man. For 
He was “cast off and abhorred.” 
sr us His crown was profaned. For 
He was despoiled and reproached. 
| That is the important thing to re- 
2mber about Lent and Good Friday. 
is was not the tragedy of a shat- 
ed ideal. This was the triumph of 
eeming love. This was not the 
th of a good man. This was the 
ath of the God-Man. This was not 
© end of His life. This was the 
cs of our life. 


Tuomas COATES 


ede? 75 1 9.5.6 


~ 


ay... 


And Geous Said 


“O My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me; neverthe- 
less not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

Marr. 26:39 


esus has now entered the valley 
J of deepest shadows. The distance 
from the Upper Room to Gethsem- 
ane was perhaps a mile. Here, at 
the Mount of Olives, so the Gospels 
tell us, He and His disciples entered 
a garden; with Peter, James, and John 
He withdrew into its inner recesses. 
Who can properly describe the scene 
that ensued? Telling His trusted com- 
panions that His soul was “sorrowful 
even unto death,’ He began to be 
oppressed with an unutterable an- 
guish of heart, making Him turn 
aside to a lonely spot, fall on His 
face, kneel, and sob words of heart- 
breaking prayer. Hushed, in rever- 
ential awe, spurning all impertinent 
idle curiosity, realizing that our sins 
have caused this suffering, let us look 
into the significance of what He says. 
It. is evident that His all-seeing 
eye beholds the tortures that are im- 
pending —the scourging, the cross, 
the agonizing death. Cannot this tide 
of woe be averted? He pleads that 
it be done if that is possible. What 
depths of unfathomable mystery here 
open before us! If He wishes to 
escape, why does He not bid the earth 
swallow Judas and~- his band of 
would-be captors, He before whom 
the very demons cringe in abject 
terror? Why does He speak of not 
drinking the cup? Does He not know 
and has He not said that He is the 
Substitute of the human race, ap- 
pointed to bear the sins of the world? 
Let us note a few points. If any- 
where, it is apparent here that Jesus 
is a true human being, capable of 
suffering. Furthermore, His prayer 
shows the intensity of the pain His 
pure soul, untarnished by anything 
unholy, endures — pain caused not 
only by the foretaste of death but 
also by the load of sin resting on 
Him. Again, if we with our sadly 
limited understanding ask why He 
prays to be spared the cup which He 
had come to drink, we can merely 


say that the black ‘clouds of agony. 


have obscured His vision so that He 
sees nothing but wrath, woe, horror. 

He does not murmur, protest, or 
tebel. He submits to God’s will and 
is obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross, our perfect Savior. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Matt. 3:2 


hen John the Baptist spoke of 

the kingdom of heaven or of 
God, that term was in itself not any- 
thing new; men of his day spoke of 
“taking the yoke of the kingdom of 
heaven,” meaning thereby the confess- 
ing and acknowledging of God as the 
One Lord; and the rabbis called those 
Old Testament passages which spoke 
of God as King “kingdom” passages. 

The term itself had had a long 
history in the Old Testament before 
John, and Jesus after him used it. The 
term “kingdom of God” evoked mem- 
ories of Psalms like Psalm 29, where 
the strength and the glory of God, the 
Lord whose voice breaketh the cedars 
and shaketh the wilderness, is sung: 
“The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, 
the Lord sitteth King forever!” The 
greatest catastrophes on earth cannot 
touch His vast and limitless reign; as 
He sat enthroned above the Flood 
when all mankind perished, so He 
shall sit enthroned forever. This king- 
ship of God was not something you 
“knew about,” not something to be 
told or left untold at will; this you 
believed, and you built your life on it: 
“The Lord will give strength to His 
people; the Lord will bless His people 
with peace.” “The Lord is our King; 
He will save us.” 

Often enough, and long enough, 
the faithful in Israel knew it only by 
faith and not by sight, and they cried 
with Isaiah: “Verily, Thou art a God 
that hidest Thyself, O God of Israel, 
the Savior’; and the hope of Israel 
waited continually for the voice of 
him who would publish good tidings 
of peace with the cry: “Thy God 
reigneth!” The oppressed and _per- 
secuted saints of God waited for 
the day when God, their King, the 
Creator of the world and the Lord of 
all history, would reign manifestly 
and universally and forever when the 
“Stone cut without hands,” which 
Daniel saw in his vision, would smite 
all powers which oppose God and 
grind them to dust, to be carried away 
like the chaff of the threshing floor; 
when that Stone, God’s own and sole 
deed, would become a mountain and 
fill the whole earth, an earth in which 
righteousness might dwell and God be 
All in all. When John proclaimed, 
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
he meant: God’s great hour has struck. 

MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


Then As Now 


The motley crowd which gathered at Calvary on Good 
Friday was composed of people in three predominant 
states of mind. In the first place, there were soldiers who 
threw dice to pass away the time and who gambled in 
the presence of the greatest event in history. They were 
altogether unimpressed with what was happening on the 
middle cross. Today, too, there are millions who likewise 
are ignorant of this central event. The sacrifice of Christ 
is the only force that can lift men out of sin into the king- 
dom -of heaven. But they are unmindful of their salvation. 

Then there were those who were filled with hate toward 
Him who was suspended on the middle cross. In rage 
they ridiculed His trust in God. Many have mocked the 
Lord since Calvary, and many do so today. What they 
ridicule is the sublime truth that Christ suffered and died 
for the sins of the world and that none can enter heaven 
unless there is a cleansing from sin. The curled lip of 
the blasphemer is still with us, and raucous voices repu- 
diate the very idea of vicarious sacrifice. 

And, finally, there stood a group of men and women 
at the foot of the cross who were the Crucified One’s loyal 
followers. In loving devotion the women were the last to 
leave the cross, even as later they were the first to arrive 
at the grave; men, moved with compassion, engaged in 
tender ministrations and in reverence took care of the 
lifeless body. — During Lent we have followed our Savior 
from Gethsemane to Calvary, and now we are standing 
under the cross. beholding in the crucified Christ God’s 
divine love for sinful man. 


Never the Same 


The life of Jesus, the example of Jesus, the words of 
Jesus have done more than anything else to change the 
world. He has inspired the hearts of people in all ages. 
David wrote the Good Shepherd Psalm because he looked 
forward to the coming of Christ. Isaiah uttered the pene- 
trating words of his 53d chapter because he. saw its 
fulfillment in the crucified Christ. Jesus has influenced 
artists — men of letters, musicians, painters, sculptors — 
to join eternal truth to beauty. He has motivated people 
to minister to the sick and suffering. He has impelled 
missionaries to forsake all and carry His Gospel to strange, 
faraway lands. He has moved men to build churches, 
schools, hospitals, orphanages, homes for the aged. 

What helps keep men and women today calm and 
patient under trial and suffering? The picture of Jesus on 


the cross. They have seen in the agony of His Lenten 
sorrows the Savior who “was wounded for our trans- 
gressions” and “bruised for our iniquities.” They have 


watched with Him in His bitterest hour. They have met 
Him in His Word, and ever after life was not the same. 

Life is never the same for those who accept Christ. 
It cannot be the same, because “He died for all that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto Him which died for them and rose again.” 
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Will Your Pastor Attend 


Summer School? 


Many pastors will soon be writing to the Director 
Public Relations of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, for 
forthcoming Summer School catalog. A rich offering 
courses on various levels and in all theological. depar 
ments will be listed and described. These courses will 
conducted by regular members of the Seminary staff 
by guest lecturers who are experts in special fields. 

Increasingly our pastors are feeling the need of a peric 
during the year when they can concentrate undisturbe 
on some area of study for greater efficiency. Many ha 4 
found Summer School the answer to their need, 

Not every pastor is financially able to take care of th 
costs involved, even though these costs are reasonab 
enough. Some have availed themselves of scholarshi 
offered by their Districts or by the LLL. In some instan 
congregations or societies have paid the costs in whole ¢ 
in part. Naturally the pastor hesitates to ask his cor 
gregation for help and for a brief leave of absence (fe 
three-week or five-week courses). Why should not sor 
leader in the congregation consult with fellow members ¢ 
ways to make this possible for him? The congregatior 
themselves are the ultimate beneficiaries. 


Blessed Vacancies 


Here’s a group of Christians who enjoyed the efficien 
consecrated leadership of a pastor for 12 or 15 years. Hoy 
ever, this congregation came to take things for grante 
It had never offered its pastor secretarial help nor assist 
in making mission calls or delinquent member visitation 

How the eyes of people are opened when their paste 
accepts a call to another congregation! Now they ther 
selves must attend to many details their pastor used + 
perform for them. But there is a bright side in this pictur 
In the absence of a pastor, lay leadership is sometime 
developed where formerly there was no such pressing nee 

In one congregation, Bible class teachers, youth leader 
and even personal missionary teams were developed durir 
a vacancy. In one instance in my circuit a layman is ir 
structing the confirmation class—and the children al 
benefiting because the layman speaks their language. 

One young Christian told me: “Since God called ot 
pastor, I am really learning to express my faith in every 
day language. I’ve personally called on delinquent mer 
bers and persuaded six other people to join us.” 

Here’s a congregation whose pastor passed away ju 
as the “Venture of Faith” program was in its embr 
stage. Did the program stop there? Indeed not! Som 
25 men and women ventured to study the materials the 
pastor had handed them, and they carried the progrée 
through to completion. There was an amazing respons 

Surely, He who works all things well is also acco! 
plishing much good through the many present vacancit 


R. P. Srevinc, Editor, Southeastern District Edition 
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Ii_He Had Been the Gardener 


In the dull gray morning with the rising sun gradually 
dispelling the mists of night, Mary Magdalene was weeping 
near the tomb of the crucified Jesus of Nazareth. 

A man approached her and asked why she was crying. 
Mary, apparently 
without looking up, 
“supposing Him to 
have been the gar- 
dener,” said: “Sir, 
if you have carried 
Him away, tell me 
where you _ have 
laid Him, and I will 
take Him away.” 
Then the Man 
spoke one word to 
her, “Mary.” He 
wasnt the gar- 
dener; He was the 
risen Savior. 

What if He had 
been the gardener? 

Then no empty 
tomb; no_ risen 
Christ! Then the 
garden tomb of Jo- 
seph of Arimathea 
is just another 
grave like all the 
rest —a symbol of 
the triumph of ‘ 
death instead of the victory of Life. 
grave holds only a shattered hope. 

What if He had been the gardener? 

Then the sacrifice of Calvary is a useless sacrifice in- 
stead of a glorious atoning offering for sin. Then the 

Scripture promises are just great disappointments, the 
Bible a meaningless book. ; 


What if He had been the gardener?_. 


Then there is no joyful outlook for the ‘future: no 
Father’s house above; no prepared mansions; no hope 
beyond the grave. 


But He wasn’t the gardener! 


Mary realized it when He spoke her name. Cleopas 
realized it when the Stranger broke the bread. The dis- 
ciples realized it when they heard His “Peace be unto you.” 

We realize it as His Spirit calls us to a anene faith 
in the crucified but risen Lord. 


He wasn’t the gardener! 

Therefore we have a living hope that reaches into 
eternity. 

We have a glorious assurance that His Calvary sacrifice 
was accepted by the Father and that we are reconciled 
with a justly offended God. 

We know beyond all doubt that the promises He made 
ean be depended on in life, in death, in eternity. 


We have the blessed certainty that because He lives 
we shall live also, live forever in the. heavenly mansions 
He has prepared for those who love Him. 


Thank God He wasn’t the gardener! 
New Berlin, Ill. 


“Faster Morning,’’ Hofmann 


Then the garden 


; A. J. BuELTMANN 
© 
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Whats the Answer 


Question: Does not Gen. 9:8-17 imply that there was no 
rainbow until after the Flood? Was there no rainfall be- 
fore that time? Was this rainbow a special creation of 
God? 

Answer: No certain answer can be given to your 
question. The text seems to favor the view that God 
placed this sign in the clouds in a special way when 
He was talking to Noah. Still we are not forced to 
conclude that there had been no rainbow, hence no 
rainfall, before the Flood. While rainbows are nor- 
mally formed by the refraction and the reflection of 
the sun’s rays in raindrops, mist, or spray, we must 
acknowledge that Almighty God could have placed 
this rainbow in Noah’s view by a mere word. Too, 
atmospheric conditions could have been favorable on 


_ that day for the natural formation of a rainbow. The 


statement in Gen. 2:5 that God had not yet caused 
it to rain refers to the time before Adam’s creation, 
not to the entire period of more than 1,600 years 
before the Flood. Lastly, God’s “I have set My bow” 
can refer to the distant past as well as to the imme- 
diate present in which God made this covenant with 
Noah. Conclusion: We do not know the answer. Nor 
does it matter. The important thing is that a rainbow 
is even now God’s guarantee to us that there will 
not be another universal flood. 


Question: Is it correct practice in our Lutheran Church to 
use non-Lutheran choir directors or organists in our services? 


Answer: The natural and ideal arrangement is to 
have men and women of our faith to serve in these 
capacities. These musicians have a better under- 
standing of our order of worship and are therefore 
in a better position to serve the spiritual needs of 
our congregation. However, since Lutheran people 
are not always available for these purposes and since 
directing the choir and playing the organ are 
matters over which the congregation always retains 
control, no church should be faulted if it is com- 
pelled to hire non-Lutheran people for these services. 
People who are outspokenly opposed to the Christian 
religion, however, should not be engaged. 


Question: What are the obligations of proxy sponsors to 
the child? 


Answer: The duties of the actual sponsors are 
(1) “to testify that the child was properly baptized 
in the name of the Triune God; (2) to assist in car- 
ing for the Christian education and training of their 
godchildren, especially if these should lose their 
parents; (3) to pray for them.” Ordinarily proxy 


_ sponsors merely take the place of the actual sponsors 
and act as their spokesmen at the Baptism. How- 
_ ever, if the actual sponsors live at a distance, proxy 
' Sponsors might well, with tact, show concern about 


the child’s spiritual welfare and intercede regularly 


| for it before the Throne of Grace. The last of these 
_ duties could aod should be performed in any case. 


O.E.S. 


Committee Report on the Lutheran 


World Federation 


The committee appointed by the 
Praesidium of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, pursuant to Resolution 2, 
page 563, Proceedings of the Forty-Sec- 
ond Regular Convention of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, Houston, 
Texas, 1953, has endeavored to carry out 
the task assigned to it by Synod: 

Resolved, That the Praesidium of 

Synod appoint a committee of three to 


1) study the constitution and objec- 
tives of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration; 

2) evaluate the practical working of 
this body in the light of Scriptural 
doctrine and practice; 


3) make recommendations with re- 
spect to action by Synod in the 
matter of the invitation to mem- 
bership in the Lutheran World 
Federation or the extent of pos- 
sible co-operation with the same; 


4) submit its findings and recom- 
mendations to the College of Pres- 
idents by September, 1954, for 
study and possible amendment, 
after which they shall be sub- 
mitted to all pastors and con- 
gregations of Synod by January 1, 
1955, for study with a view to 
action at Synod’s general conven- 
tion in 1956. 


We the committee apologize for the 
fact that the complexity and the delicacy 
of our task made it impossible for us to 
meet the deadline requirements of para- 
graph four. : 


The question of membership in the 
Lutheran World Federation must be an- 
swered on a doctrinal and confessional 
basis. The confessional position of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod on 
church fellowship has been set forth in 
the Brief Statement, paragraphs 28 and 
29, as follows: 


28. Since God ordained that ‘His 
Word only, without the admixture of 
human doctrine, be taught and be- 
lieved in the Christian Church, 1 Pe- 
ter 4:11; John 8:31, 32; 1 Tim. 6:3, 4, 
all Christians are required by God to 
discriminate between orthodox and 
heterodox church-bodies, and in case 
they have strayed into heterodox 
church-bodies, to leave them, Rom. 
16:17. 

We repudiate unionism, that is, 
church-fellowship with the heterodox 
adherents of false doctrine, as disobe- 
dience to God’s command, as causing 
divisions in the Church, Rom. 16:17; 
2 John 9,10, and as involving the con- 
stant danger of losing the Word of 
God entirely, 2 Tim. 2:17-21. 


29. The orthodox character of a 
church is established not by its mere 
name nor by its outward acceptance 
of, and subscription to, an orthodox 
creed, but by the doctrine which is 
actually taught in its pulpits, in its 
theological seminaries, and in its pub- 
lications. On the other hand, a church 
does not forfeit its orthodox character 


10 


through the casual intrusion of errors, 
provided these are combated and 
eventually removed by means of doc- 
trinal discipline, Acts 20:30; 1 Tim. 1:3. 


This doctrinal stand has been substan- 
tially reiterated in the Common Confes- 
sion I, Section IX: 


It is the duty of the Church to be 
faithful to the Lord and His Word in 
all its testimony, to be steadfast in 
its confession of His truth at all times, 
and to avoid and combat error. It is 
the duty of the Church to mold and 
keep its practice in conformity with 
the Lord’s directives in the Holy 
Scriptures. Therefore we dare not 
condone error or have pulpit fellow- 
ship and unscriptural co-operation 
with erring individuals, church bodies, 
or church groups that refuse to be 
corrected by God’s Word. We must 
also be alert and susceptible to the 
Lord’s leading to establish and main- 
tain fellowship with those whom He 
has made one with us in the faith, 
and to seek to win the erring and 
wayward for unity in the true faith. 
We are mindful of our Lord’s inter- 
cessory prayer that we, who are His 
brethren, may be one, even as He and 
the Father are one. 


These statements represent The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod’s un- 
derstanding and application of the state- 
ments of the Lutheran Confessions on 
church fellowship, especially Articles VII 
and VIII of the Augsburg Confession. 

With the stand on church fellowship 
which our Synod has taken in these doc- 
uments, membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation would, we believe, con- 
flict; for the activities envisioned by its 
Constitution and the actual functioning 
of the Federation make it clear that 
membership in the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration does involve church fellowship; 
the name “Federation” does not alter 
anything in this respect, for the name 
cannot make joint activities which per 
se involve confessional commitment into 
confessionally neutral acts. 

We urge that the Constitution of the 
Lutheran World Federation is not ac- 
tually federative in character, since it 
assigns to the Federation as such func- 
tions and activities which are churchly 
in character and, therefore, presupposes 
a confessionaliy sianimous constituency, 
which in the case of the Lutheran World 


Federation admittedly does not exist. 


A consideration of the following points 
will make this clear: 


A. The Lutheran World Federation 
lists among its purposes: “to bear united 
witness before the world to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ as the power of God for 
salvation” (Constitution III, 2,a). The 
Lutheran World Federation is hérein act- 
ing as only a church can act. (The wit- 
nessing subject is the Lutheran World 
Federation.) As such, the Lutheran World 
Federation (since it does not presume to 
scrutinize a member church’s de facto 
adherence to Scriptures and the Confes- 
sions) is giving equal room and scope to 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


orthodox and heterodox churches and” 
their proclamation. The ultimate ques-_ 
tion of truth or error, of orthodoxy or 
heterodoxy, is being bypassed. Con- 
sequently, membership on the part of 
a confessionally conscientious and coura- 
geous church is made impossible. Such 
a church could, of course, utilize the 
forum of the Lutheran World Federation 
to make its testimony heard; but in view 
of the actual confessional quality of 
member churches of the Lutheran World 
Federation such as Sweden, Brazil, Batak, 
and Pomerania, there could be no ques- 
tion of a really united witness. And if 
the testimony given within the Lutheran 
World Federation is to be merely neg- 
ative, it may fairly be urged that that 
testimony can best be given outside the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


B. Another purpose of the Lutheran 
World Federation is “to foster Lutheran 
participation in ecumenical movements” — 
(Constitution III,2,d). The purpose as © 
stated leaves unasked and unanswered © 
the highly important question whether — 
the “ecumenical movements” are to be 
scrutinized as to their true ecumenicity © 
(that is, of a genuine love and concern 
for the whole Body of Christ) or are 
merely or predominantly a part of the 
present-day tendency toward mass- — 
church formations on the basis of the 
least common confessional denominator. 


C. Another purpose of the Lutheran — 
World Federation is “to support Lutheran 
groups in need of spiritual or material 
aid” (Constitution III, 2,f). Now, an eval- — 
uation of the practical workings of the © 
Lutheran World Federation is difficult, — 
since any attempt to evaluate them is — 
complicated by the fact that the lines of 
demarcation between the missionary and 
educational endeavors of the Lutheran 
World Federation and those of individual 
member churches are vague and some- 
times artificially established. To cite but 
one instance from South America: A Lu- 
theran student pastor at Porto Alegre 
in Brazil was sponsored jointly by the 
Lutheran World Federation’s Committee 
on Latin America and with the United 
States’ Lutheran Student Association, the 
Lutheran Church of Brazil, and the For- 
eign Office of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany — this last a federation of Lu- — 
theran and Reformed Churches. (See 
Lutheran Standard, August 20, 1955.) In — 
any case, the confessional question is — 
again raised. We ask again: Can an or- 
thodox church body be a party to spir- 
itual aid in which orthodox and heterodox 
bodies unite, to an action in which the 
critical question of the Scriptural and 
confessional quality of that aid is left 
unanswered? The stated purpose of the 
Lutheran World Federation “to develop 
a united Lutheran approach to respon- 
sibilities in missions and education” 
(Constitution, III,2,3) raises, the same 
question, though not so directly, and 
should be carefully considered by both 
the theologians and the missionary and 
educational authorities of our church. 
In all such cases we are forced to ask 
ourselves: How can a church carry on 
common evangelistic, missionary, and 
educational work with churches to which 
it must (for compelling reasons) refuse 
pulpit and altar fellowship? How can 
it entrust its missionary, or educational, 
or other spiritual ministries to men 
whom it feels constrained to call to re- 
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tance for teaching or tolerating error? 
conversely, how can a church refuse 
pit and altar fellowship to men and 
rches with whom it (by membership 
the Federation) is sharing the most 
tral and sacred tasks of the church? 
D. The Lutheran World Federation is 
yains to make plain in its Constitution 
,1) that the autonomy of the member 
rches is safeguarded. Organizational 
onomy is, no doubt, guaranteed, but 
actual working of the Federation in 
areas which its Constitution desig- 
2s does in fact impair the confessional 
onomy of the member churches. 
nber churches are by the fact of their 
nbership and by the fact that they 
tribute to the support of the Federa- 
’s activities committed to a public as- 
t to activities in which orthodox and 
srodox bodies have equal voice and 
uence. Member churches have in real- 
surrendered their confessional auton- 
y. The fact remains that the Lutheran 
rld Federation can hardly be consid- 
1 a platform where a confessionally 
scientious church may stand and meet 
fellow Lutherans, its confessional in- 
‘ity fully safeguarded. 


E. The confessional integrity of mem- 
churches is also endangered by the 
ure of the Assemblies of the Federa- 
i. The Assemblies of the Lutheran 
rid Federation are marked by a strong 
umon-worship character; the common 
ticipation in the Lord’s Supper at 
Lover in 1952, while not a part of the 
vial program of the Lutheran World 
eration Assembly, yet was and re- 
ns an impressive and ineradicable 
imony to an assumed oneness, a tes- 
ony to which member churches are 
the fact of their membership com- 
ted. 
I 


Furthermore, a question of this sort 
not be answered responsibly and in 
fear of God without a consideration 


of the effect of our action upon synods 
and church groups now affiliated with us. 
Since our sister synods in the Synodical 
Conference and our affiliates in Germany, 
England, Australia, and France will be 
deeply affected by any action we take 
regarding the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion; and since, furthermore, represent- 
atives of our Synod have, at Uelzen in 
their deliberations with sister churches, 
indicated a loving consideration for the 
convictions and feelings of sister churches 
and a desire to act in concert with them 
in this matter (they could not, of course, 
“bind” their synod to anything), we urge 
that the action recommended be taken 
in the closest consultation and co-opera- 
tion with the affiliates of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 


Ii 


There is still another consideration. 
Since any connection on our part with 
the Lutheran World Federation will be 
motivated by a desire to promote a true 
theological unity among Lutherans; and 
since, furthermore, membership in a fed- 
eration cannot in itself be made a duty 
even where no decisive confessional rea- 
sons forbid membership; it behooves us 
at this time to remember that in the 
past God has in His grace given to The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and 
its affiliates the grace of a peculiarly 
distinct and courageous confessional ut- 
terance and the strength to walk alone 
where walking alone was necessary. We 
ought to acknowledge this gift in all 
humility; and we ought, therefore, to 
exercise a wise stewardship in the ful- 
filling of our responsibility to bear an 
uncompromising and winning witness. 
Where and how can we, in making our 
testimony felt, best show our gratitude 
to the God of history? Above all, where 
will a voice uttering the genuinely Lu- 
theran concern for purity of doctrine be 
most effective? A resolve to speak for 
Lutheranism outside the Lutheran World 


Federation should not be interpreted as 
“traditional isolationism.” The stand we 
are advocating is not the easy way out; 
rather, such a stand will require sober 
courage of a high order. Let us, there- 
fore, take the God of history, the God 
who has shaped our history and marked 
our path for us, seriously, both for our 
warning and for our encouragement. 

On the basis of these considerations, 
we recommend that The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod decline the invitation 
to become a member in the Lutheran 
World Federation which was extended 
to it at its Forty-Second Regular Con- 
vention (Proceedings, p.558). 

We also urge that our reply to the 
Lutheran World Federation make it clear 
that this action is not to be construed 
as indicating a lack of interest in, or of 
a sense of responsibility for, world Lu- 
theranism but is taken out of a profound 
sense of responsibility for the essential 
unity of the Lutheran Church. This sense 
of responsibility should, moreover, move 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
to express its readiness to discuss this 
matter further with official represent- 
atives of the Lutheran World Federation. 
If the officials of the Lutheran World 
Federation feel that our Synod’s position 
is based on premises not firmly founded 
in Scripture or on a faulty interpretation 
of the Constitution and program of work 
of the Lutheran World Federation, The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod is in 
conscience bound to give them a full and 
fair hearing. 

A consideration of the three points 
urged above will also, we believe, mark 
out for The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod “the extent of possible co-opera- 
tion” with the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. 

November 1, 1955 

Martin H. FRANZMANN 
LAWRENCE B. MEYER 
Martin J. NAUMANN 


THE CHURCH 
A CHANGING COMMUNITY 


(Continued from page 5) 


a strong church with a solid back- 
und. It should, as far as possible, 
a neighborhood church, serving the 
Is in its own community, carrying 
such spiritual, educational, and 
fare work as will exemplify the 
rit of Christ and His Apostles. 
Only a short time ago there ap- 
red in the Buffalo Evening News 
tory about old St. Paul’s Episcopal 
arch in downtown Buffalo. This 
edral of that denomination is 
ted in the heart of the city and 
esents the best which that de- 
nination has to offer. Organized in 
7 and at one time the only Epis- 
al church in Buffalo, it originally 
nistered to a small group of pa- 
nioners who lived in homes near- 
Downtown business houses soon 
ompassed the church, forcing 
mbers to remove to more distant 
idential areas. It thus became a 
r-wide parish. 


ARCH Diapid 956 


Today, while serving parishioners 
in all parts of the city and in Erie 
County, St. Paul’s also has become a 
neighborhood church and serves peo- 
ple who live within walking distance. 


Requirements 


In the clear light of our inescap- 
able responsibility and the need of a 
vital ministry to our teeming cities, 
wise strategy for effective downtown 
church work would require: 

1. That we maintain at least one 
strong representative church in the 
downtown area of every city. If neces- 
sary, we should relocate one that 
could serve this purpose or purchase 
one that becomes available in a good 
location. It may also be necessary to 
guarantee an adequate financial 
support through subsidy and en- 
dowment, some revenue-producing 
property, or other means. 

2. That we ask all of our congre- 
gations in that city to recognize this 
church as the agency of our denomi- 
nation in the area, making it the 
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center of denominational interest and 
activity, using it for all joint services, 
holding noonday services at least 
during Lent, maintaining a strong 
pulpit ministry, referring all tran- 
sients to its care, and advertising its 
location in every possible way. 


3. That we seek to conserve its 
membership and constituency through 
mutual understanding with other 
churches in the city and the building 
up of a strong sense of solidarity in 
Kingdom work. Such a representative 
central church must still have a solid 
core of loyal members who set the 
standards and provide adequate 
leadership. 

4. That we secure an adequate staff 
of trained workers for the vital 


- ministry and provide adequate facili- 


ties for the kind of work that should 
be done. While personal counseling 
and Christian education would be a 
necessary part of the program, 
spiritual service and Gospel preach- 
ing would always be paramount. 


(To be continued) 
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REV. DELWIN B. SCHNEIDER was commissioned 


as missionary to Japan March 4 at St. Paul’s 
Church, Oak Lawn, Ill., which he served for 
four and a half years. Dr. O. H. Schmidt, 
Secretary of Synod’s Board of Foreign Missions, 
commissioned Missionary Schneider. In Tokyo 
he will work with university students and 
represent the Lutheran Hour, which has a 
growing audience throughout Japan. 

In less than five years his congregation in Oak 
Lawn grew from 17 to 500 communicant mem- 
bers; 400 children are in the Sunday school. 
Mrs. Schneider is the daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Wm. C. Gesch, East Pomona, Calif. The 
Schneiders and their children, Mark, three, and 
Kathi Del, four, will sail from San Francisco 
April 9. 


Protestant churches should halt 
their flight “to the green pastures of 
Suburbia,” roll up their sleeves, and 
fight the good fight for the inner city 
church, Dr. J. Lester Harnish, pastor 
of the downtown Baptist Temple, Los 
Angeles, told his congregation. 

His church, with 2,000 members, is 
one of the largest metropolitan Bap- 
tist churches of the area, but its mem- 
bership has declined slowly in recent 
years. 

Protestants, spending $100,000,000 
last year for foreign missions, have 
neglected a growing mission field at 
home — the heart of the big city, 
said Dr. Harnish. “Modern roads and 
high speed public transportation 
make downtown churches as acces- 
sible as community churches.” 

Once the wealthiest of Protestant 
churches in the vicinity, the Baptist 
Temple owns the Philharmonic Au- 
ditorium building, where services are 
conducted. 
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& Keeligious NEWS 


Cornerstone-laying ceremonies for 
Denver’s new Lutheran High School 
were witnessed by 400 people, Jan- 
uary 22, following the Lutheran Hour 
rally in that city. Dr. Oswald C. J. 
Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour speaker, 
addressed the group at the high 
school site, and Rev. H. H. Hellbusch, 
President of the Colorado District, 
performed the rite of laying the 
cornerstone. The first unit of the 
school will have six classrooms. 

A Martin Luther Institute has 
been established at Luther College, 
Decorah, Iowa, to bring to the cam- 
pus world-famous scholars of Luther 
and -the Reformation. The institute 
will present a‘five-year series of lec- 
tures and seminars culminating: in 
1961, the college’s centennial. 

Appearing. in this’ first’ year’s 
series, September 30—October 3, will 
be Dr. Roland H. Bainton of Yale 
Divinity School, a Quaker, author of 
the Luther biography Here I Stand; 
Dr. E. Gordon Rupp, Methodist 
scholar from Cambridge University, 
England; and Dr. Warren H. Quan- 
beck of Luther Theological Seminary, 
St. Paul. 

Lutheran Brotherhood, a life in- 
surance society with headquarters in 


Minneapolis, will finance the in- 
stitute. 

“Persecution of Protestants in 
Spain and Colombia” was  con- 


demned in strong terms by the North 
American Area Council of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance in session at 
Pittsburgh. 

A unanimously adopted resolution 
presented by Dr. John A. Mackay, 
president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary and head of WPA, called 
for “an effective stop to the in- 
exorable process which is designed to 
extinguish Protestant minorities in 
Spain and Colombia, where State 
Churches control the religious policy 
of government.” 

The Pension Board of the Pres- 
byterian (U.S. A.) Church announced 
that it will pay $327,000 in extra 
grants this year to retired ministers 
and their wives and widows as a re- 
sult of increased contributions. Some 
2,000 retired ministers in the pension 
program and 3,000 widows of former 
ministers are expected to receive ben- 
efits, the board said, because gifts to 
the benevolence programs brought 
the 1955 total to $15,350,954 — an in- 
crease of $2,686,373 over 1954. 
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‘base in that country. Supervised h 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 
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A full page of religious neal 
now a regular Saturday feature of th 
Daily Iowan, student newspaper ¢ 
the University of Iowa, Iowa Cit 
In addition to announcements ¢ 
student and church services, the pag 
carries pictures and interviews ré 
lated to religion at the university. | 

| 
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FEAF REPO 
At Lutheran Service Center, Tachikawa, Jape 
$/Sgt. and Mrs. George LePard (kneeling) ar 
M/Sgt. Harold W. Strothers distribute clothit 
from the U.S. among children of the Mah 
yana Orphanage. ; 
* 
i 
‘ 


The Lutheran service center 
Tachikawa, Japan, is in the heart 
the principal American Air Fore 


a local committee of Lutheran mis 
sionaries and laity, the one-year-o 
center is under the direction of Re 
Milford Brelje and Mrs. Otto F 
Theiss, secretary-hostess. 
Servicemen who have formed th 
Tokyo Lutheran Fellowship Clu 
collected 260 pounds of clothing fror 
friends in the U. S. for the children | 
the Mahayana Japanese Orphanag 
Almost 7,000 U. S. servicer 
visited the center during its first yee 
of operation; 6,000 attended service 
1,200 Lutherans received Holy Con 
munion. The center was establishe 
under the leadership of Rev. Edwi 
Sohn. Pastor Brelje also conduet 
Bible classes, a Sunday school fe 
military dependents, and offers dai 
counseling to individuals. 
A Negro minister has been name 
moderator for the first time in th 
century-old Brazos Presbytery, re 
resenting 90 southeast Texas Pre 
byterian churches. He is Rev. J. 
M. Boyce, 65, pastor of Housto 
Pinecrest Presbyterian Church. — 


‘ 
; 
' 
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1 he first airplane i in direct use of 
1od’s foreign missions, a Cessna 
— $8,000 gift of the people in the 
anesota District to the New Guinea 
heran Mission—was_ dedicated 
uuary 7. About 45 Americans and 
istralians gathered at the Wapana- 
inda Airstrip in the Western High- 
s for the dedication, Missionary 
vin L. Spruth reported. 
“While the Cessna,” he said, “will 
carry all the materials needed for 
operation of the mission’s pro- 
m, the plane will be a tremendous 
in distributing the goods and in 
asporting personnel. It will also 
e as an aerial ambulance. 
“The operation of the airplane has 
°n given over to the Mission Avia- 
Fellowship, a nondenominational 
Janization of Christian airplane 
ots and mechanics who give their 
wices for the flying of mission air- 
,’ Pastor Spruth wrote. 


sna 170, first plane used as integral part of 
iod’s foreign mission work, was dedicated 


'New Guinea. Missionary Willard Burce 
ids in foreground. 


a EY 


‘The All Lutheran Food Appeal — 
‘operative effort of the National 
theran Council and The Lutheran 
urch — Missouri Synod to raise 
m commodities for overseas relief 
rposes — was suspended by resolu- 
n of the Board of Directors of 
theran World Relief, who met in 
w York early in March. During 
» past three years farmers donated 
rducts worth $1,551,000 to alleviate 
nger in Europe and Asia. 

-A recent U.S. Government deci- 
m to add wheat, corn, rice, and 
ans to the list of surplus com- 
idities given to voluntary agencies 
‘ overseas distribution among the 
edy motivated the suspension of the 
wF'A. 

-LWR directors, now concentrating 
the distribution of Government- 
nated foods, explained that it will 
ok to” the NLC for additional 
'theran World Action funds and the 
ssouri Synod’s Board of World 
lief for support, since “hunger and 
nt continue to haunt millions in 
iny areas of the world.” 

In 1955, LWR distributed Govern- 
snt-donated powdered milk, butter, 
2ese, cotton-seed oil, and shorten- 
s valued at $5,470, 595. An official 
LWR said the program “recorded 
outpouring of Christian generosity” 
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BARNER 


OF THESE 29 RECENTLY BAPTIZED PUPILS FROM THE PARISH SCHOOL OF ZION CHURCH, FORT 
WAYNE, only five are the children of Lutheran fathers and mothers, among whom one father 


and one mother are new confirmands. 


Six of these children have only one Lutheran parent. 


For 18 children neither parent is Lutheran. — Zion School has an enrollment of 386 pupils and 


a faculty of 10 teachers. 


Dr. Paul L. Dannenfeldi, pastor, and Rev. Bernard W. Johnson, assistant 


pastor, stand at the back left, and Carl W. Greinke, principal, right. 


and demonstrated that “God has used 
our rural pastors and the farmers in 
an ancient Biblical tradition which 
began when the starving once found 
‘corn in Egypt.’ ” 

Rev. Werner Kuntz, Executive 
Secretary of Synod’s BWR, expressed 
gratitude for “the support in strength 
which farmers have given to the 
ALFA and hope for continued sup- 
port by the constituency to the BWR,” 
so that increased quantities of food 
can reach the needy. 

The annual spring clothing appeal 
of LWR will be held April 15—22, 
Executive Secretary Bernard A. Con- 
fer announced. Refugees and others 
abroad are still in need of used cloth- 
ing. The response to a Thanksgiving 
appeal brought 2,358,000 pounds of 
clothing and shoes for relief purposes, 
an amount 6% lower than the pre- 
vious year. “God’s call to share comes 
to us American Christians with as- 
tonishing clarity,” Mr. Confer said. 
“We live amidst plenty, and millions 
overseas need help. We therefore 
hope that congregations will give re- 
newed effort to this challenge to share 
with the overseas needy.” 


Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, New York, 


secretary of the United Lutheran. 


Church in America, was elected pres- 
ident of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil at its 38th annual meeting, held 
in Minneapolis. He succeeds Dr. Oscar 
A. Benson, president of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church, who had headed 
the NLC for three one-year terms. 
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Because the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church will receive no government 
subsidy after 1968, the Council of the 
Church Assembly, meeting in Buda- 
pest, set up a central fund to assure 
financial independence for the church. 
The council instituted plans, so that 
the fund program can begin function- 
ing early in 1957. The Reformed 
Church in Hungary took similar 
action a year ago. 

Under an agreement made with 
Hungary’s Communist government in 
1948, state grants to “established” 
churches in the country were to be 
decreased 25% every five years. 


A $3,750,000 campaign to build 
six new Roman Catholic high schools 
in the Los Angeles archdiocese was 
announced in January by James 
Francis Cardinal McIntyre. Only one 
third of Catholic teen-agers in Los 
Angeles, he said, now can find room 
in Catholic high schools. Since the 
first campaign there in 1949, 11 Cath- 
olic high schools and 62 elementary 
schools opened in that archdiocese. 


Egypt’s new constitution, while 
proclaiming Islam the state religion, 
guarantees freedom of religious prac- 
tices and worship and assures to all 
citizens equality before the law in 
their rights and public duties, regard- 
less of faith, race, or language. 

While ie new constitution stip- 
ulates that the president must be an 
Egyptian of Egyptian parents, it does 
not specify a religious requirement. 
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Book 


I Remember the Savior’s Death. By 
Robert Hoyer. Northwestern Pub- 
lishing House, Milwaukee. 1955. 117 
pages. $2.00. 


These 14 addresses are chiefly in the 
first person, a description of characters 
about the Passion of our Lord and how 
they would speak to our time about what 
they saw and believed. This method is 
not new, but Robert Hoyer’s imaginative 
approach, his analysis of human nature, 
his devotion to the message of redemp- 
tion, and his artistic and apt style chosen 
in terms of each character, render the 
volume unique. Its reading should be- 
come an annual Lenten exercise for many 


Christians. RicHarp R. CAEMMERER 


Sermons on the Passion of Christ. By 
Martin Luther. Augustana Press, 
er Island. 1956. vii + 223 pages. 
2.50. 


Professor E. Smid and the Rev. J. T. 
Isensee translate introductory meditations 
and thirteen Passion sermons of Martin 
Luther. The original sources are not 
indicated. The translation reads well and 
provides useful materials to clergy and 


laity alike. RicHarpD R. CAEMMERER 


Resource Materials for Elementary 
Science, Series 2: The Physical 
Sciences for Intermediate Grades. 
Concordia Publishing House. 121 
pages. $2.00. 


Resource Materials for Elementary 
Sceience, Series 2: The Physical 
Sciences for Upper Grades. Con- 
cordia Publishing House. 200 pages. 
$2.25. 


These volumes of resource materials 
furnish information to supplement the 
teacher’s background in the field of 
science, enabling him to vitalize instruc- 
tion with interesting detail and helping 
him to make the teaching of science more 
Christian in character. To teachers who 
need guidance — and who doesn’t? — 
these resource materials can be of value. 
Science is a large field and ever growing; 
therefore the selection of material be- 
comes a problem. For making wise selec- 
tions and for suggesting commonplace 
experiments that require least expend- 
iture for equipment without reducing the 
quality of instruction the authors of these 
volumes deserve the thanks of the teach- 
ing profession. 


Death 


Harold E. Dueker (October 27, 1899, 
Fort Dodge, Iowa, to October 20, 1955, 
Rock Rapids, Iowa), son of Charles and 
Ernestine Daeumler Dueker; attended 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind; 
graduated Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
field, Ill., 1923. 

He held pastorates at Hazen, N. Dak., 
1923—25; Lafe, Ark., 1925—27; Memphis, 
Tenn., 1927—44: Little Rock, Ark., 1944 
to 1945; Wiota, Iowa, 1945—47; Shenan- 
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doah, Iowa., 1947—52; and Rock Rapids 
and Lakewood, Iowa, 1952 until his sud- 
den death of a heart attack. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Lillian Jilg, whom he married in 
1923; and two daughters: Harriet Muel- 
ler, Hickory, N.C.; and Esther Trahms, 
Mantua, Ohio. 

For the funeral service on the morning 
of October 24 in Peace Church, Rock 
Rapids, Rev. Donald Heck officiated, the 
undersigned preached, and Rev. Martin 
Peters, Visitor of the Northwest Circuit, 
spoke for the District. Rev. Adolph 
Schwidder conducted the afternoon serv- 
ice in St. Paul’s Church, Fort Dodge, and 
Rev. Herman J. Witzgall, who spoke for 
the District, read the committal rites in 
North Lawn Cemetery. 

J. T. WoLrraAM 

William Schmiel (July 6, 1876, Gross- 
Herzogswalde, West Prussia, Germany, 
to November 30, 1955, Watertown, Wis.), 
son of August and Caroline Radtke 
Schmiel; graduated Addison Teachers 
Seminary, 1895; and taught in Immanuel 
Lutheran School, Lotts: Creek (Lone 
Rock), Iowa, 1895 to 1943, when he re- 
tired. 

Surviving are his widow, the former 
Eugenie Fuerstenau; three sons: Gerhard, 
Watertown; Paul, Cleveland; and Edgar, 
Neenah, Wis.; and two daughters: Esther 
Engen, Spirit Lake, Idaho; and Ruth 
Brereton, Watertown. 

Funeral services were conducted De- 
cember 2 in St. John’s Church, Water- 
town, by his pastors, E. F. Quandt and 
M. A. Bertermann. Interment was in the 
Lutheran Cemetery. E. F. Quanpt 


Punouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
CANDIDATES 


Ordained: 
Lapp, Paul, Trinity, Sacramento, 
Carl Fickenscher, Feb. 12. 
Ordained and Commissioned: 
Pflueger, Irwin, Our Savior, Fair Lawn, N. J., 
as missionary by Victor Albers, Feb. 19. 
Ordained and Installed: 


Rossow, Edwin, Jr., Concordia, Beulah; Trinity, 
near Beulah, N. Dak., by G. H. Fiechtner, 


Calif., by 


Feb. 19. 
PASTORS 
Commissioned: 
Finger, Andrew, Lutheran Church of the 


Newtons, Newton Center, Mass., as mis- 
sionary of the Atlantic District serving 
Framingham, Mass., by Louis H. J. Henze, 
Feb. 19. 

Hentschel, G. H., St. Matthew, Miami, Fla., as 
missionary at large for the Florida-Georgia 
District serving Naples, Fla., by Pres. C: F. 
Kellermann, Feb. 5. 

Krampitz, David F., Lutheran Church of the 
Newtons, Newton Center, Mass., as mis- 
sionary at Hanover, N.H., by Louis H. J. 
Henze, Feb. 19. 


Installed: 


Bahr, Albert W., as associate pastor, East 
Bethlehem, Detroit, Mich., by Edmund F. 
Schildt, Oct. 30, 1955. 

Beckmann, nov Peace, Waco, Nebr., by H.C. 
Loesel, Feb. 1 

Biel, Walter 1b St. Paul, Laurium; St. John, 
Hubbell, Mich., by E. W. Feldscher, Feb. i2. 

Gussick, Robert F., Redeemer, Balboa, Canal 
Zone, by W. M. Czamanske, Feb. 19. 

Hummel, Horace,’ as instructor of exegetical 
theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Mo., by George W. Wittmer, Feb. 17. 
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Prof. Ernest F. Scaer, 


Krug, Eugene O., Bayshore, Miami, Fla., 
Pres. C. F. Kellermann, Feb. 12. 

Lassanske, Paul, St. Paul, Paterson, N.J., 

Egbert J. Dunker, Feb. 12. 

Malotky, Harold, Trinity, Beatrice; Imman 
Plymouth, Nebr., by E. F. Frese, Feb. 12. 

Mueller, LeRoy F., igs if Huntley, IIL. | 
Fred E. Duever, Feb. 26. 

Natzke, Norman F., Zion, Brighton, Colo., | 
Theodore Schabacker, Feb. 26. § 

Rupprecht, Martin W., Grace, St. Petersb 
Fla., by Eugene F. ‘Helms, Feb. 26. ’ 

Schoepp, Walter F., Bethlehem, Edmon 
Alta., Can., by John E. Herzer, Feb. 12. 

Schuller, David S., as assistant profess 
Department of Practical Theology, C 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., by Geo 
W. Wittmer, Feb. 17. 

Schulze, Paul Edward, Faith, Normandy, M 
by Ernest L. Gerike, Feb. 19. 


Schwehn, Hartwig M., Peace, Fort Wa n 
Ind., by L. J. Fuchs, Feb. 19. ; 
Installed: Sr ae } 

shea Herman, St. John, Cleveland, Ohio, 

W. Kline, Feb. 19. 


Pein Edwin, Zion, Tawas City, Mich., 
Elmer Bickel, Sept. 18, 1955. 


Nominations for President 
of California Concordia College 
Oakland 


Rev. Herbert W. Baxmann, Plymouth, 
by Grace, San Francisco, Calif. 

Rev. Carl W. Berner, Los Angeles, Calif.: 
vary, San Lorenzo, Calif.; Rollingood, 
Pablo, Calif. 

Prof. Herb. G. Bredemeier, Fort Wayne, I 
Bethlehem, Edmonton, Alberta, Can.; Hi 
Cross, Portland, Oreg. 

Prof. Thomas Coates, pr Oreg.: P 


| 


Paulus, San Francisco, Calif 

Rev. Alfred P. Klausler, Chicago, 1g Re 
Philip’s, Chicago, Ill.; Hope, Colma, C. 
Redeemer, Hinsdale, “TL: Redeemer, 
wood City, Calif. 

Rev. Walter E. Kraemer, Washington, D. 
Trinity, Panama City, Fla.; St. Peter’s, Sé 
Leandro, Calif. { 

Rev. W. Harry Krieger, Traverse City, Mich 
Se John’s, Chicago, Ill.; Trinity, Danvill 

Prof. Wilfred F. Kruse, River Forest, 
Redeemer, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Rev. Edward C. May, Portland, Oreg.: Mou 
Olive, Pasadena, Calif. 

Prof. Albert E. Meyer, Bronxville, N. Y.: Sai 
Stephen’s, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. Otto Rohrer, Richmond, Calif.: Grace, | 
Cerrito, Calif.; Zion, San Francisco, Calif. 

Oakland, Calif.: R 

deemer, Oakland, Calif.; Zion, Oaklan 
Calif. 

Rev. Omar Stuenkel, Portland, Oreg.: Fail 
Fair Oaks, Calif.; Faith, Ukiah, Calif. ‘ 

Prof. Otto H. Theiss, Tokyo, Japan: Calvar 
Oroville, Calif. j 

Rev. Carl H. Toelke, Akron, Ohio: St. Mark 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rev. August C. Waechter, Chicago, Ill.: Sal 
Chandlerville, Ill.; Zion, E. Moline, Tl. 
Rev. Roland Wiederaenders, San Anto 

Tex.: Zion, San Francisco, Calif. 

Prof. Leonhard C. Wuerffel, St. Louis, 
Trinity, Burlingame, Calif.; Redeemer, 
Wayne, Ind. 


Correspondence concerning the qualifi 
tions of the above candidates is invited 

should reach the undersigned, secretary of t 
Board of Control, before April 17, when t 
election is scheduled to take place. — EpW 
MeEsE, Jr., Secretary, 4444 Edgewood A 
Oakland 2, Calif. 


Calls Accepted 


Prof. Paul F. Bente has accepted the_ 
as Professor of English; Prof. Martin H. B 
tram, as Professor of German; and Prof. 
bert G. Bredemeier, as Professor of Soc 
Sciences, with appointment as Administra’ 


Dean, at Concorde Senior Coliseum FE 
Wayne, Ind. —C. E. Auticx, Secretary, Bos 
of Control. 


Notice 


If you know of Lutherans living in 
near Naples on the Gulf, please send _ h 
names and addresses to Rev. G. H. HEN SC 
Missionary at large, Box 997, Naples, Fla 


Wanted 


ig anal Leperte Box 346, R. 1, Teachers: 

ornelius, Oreg. 

Communion ware (chalice) and approxi- Lasky, Dale G., 39 Thornton St., mic eee eee 622 E. Jefferson Ave., 
mately 25 German hymnals.— Trinity Lu- Hamden 17, Conn. 

THERAN CHuRCH, Rev. William Deutschhausen, 

Box 180, Winkler, Manitoba, Canada. 


Mo. 
Engelhardt, Henr is 2502 N. 27th Shy 
Leischner, Paul E., 644 Fisk Ave., Milwaukee 10, W : 
-5 ee perlys Mo. Firnhaber, Sia, 2525 S. 12th St., 
eed electric organ, Will pay, for organ MUNKS, Chaplain Roland K Ha: Div. Arty» Lincoln, Neb 
an ransportation. — REv ; ENTZ, 807 
Penrose Dr., East Point, Ga. Maier, James P., 


Glawe, Elmer, 6847 Greenleaf Aves 
Cr Tam; Parma Heights, Ohio 
2441 Roosevelt Blvd., Eugene, Oreg. Kohlman, Roger H., 11111 Bernige, 
Malotky, Harold E., Plymouth, Nebr. St. Ann, Mo. 
McGrath, Francis C., Jr., 48-10 91st Place, Maag, Raymond E., 1101 University Ave., 
Elmhurst, N. Y. S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn. 
Pastors: Changes of Address Molnar, Kenneth R., 1061 E. Foothill Markworth, Kenneth, 2404 Sharidge Drive, 
Bentrup, Rolland L., Box 202, 228 N. Main, Glendora, Calif. One Annar Ee i> ShobGsuer <1) 
Mantua, Ohio Popp, Milton N., 445 Lake Ave. Bs ’Philj ‘4741 ¢ J 
: Roth, Philip M., 1741 S. 22d, 
Bischoff, Lester L., 1418 19th St., St. Louis 8, Mo. Lincoln 2, Nebr. 
Highland, Ill. Runge, Francis M., 2226 Hayes St Wunderlich, Eugene E., 1229 Elm, 
Brondos, Michael, 5044 Oakman Blvd., Hollywood, Fla. Glendale 1, Calif. 
Detroit 4, Mich. Rupprecht, Martin, 801 28th Ave., N Zabell, Warren, 928 S. Evergreen, 
Duessel, Gerhard R., 37-57 104th St., St. Petersburg, Fla. Shawano, Wis. 
Corona 68, N. Y. Schenk, Chaplain James F. von, 
Finke, Chaplain Frederick K., Hq. 23d Inf. Regt., Fort Lewis, Wash. 
2030 S. Washington, Amarillo, Tex. Schleef, Friedrich J., 1113 S. Third Notice 
Gesell, George G., 4th and Alamosa, Norfolk, Nebr. : 
Alamosa, Colo. Schneider, Delwin B., The Lutheran Articles, church news, _announce- 
Goehring, J. George, c. 7. m.. Box 164, Building, 16-1 Chome, Fujimicho, ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
Lod, Calis. Chiyodaiu, Tokyo, Japan Ea He eros eee 
ee ee, oe: ee re cae Ai827 Som Bt should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
Haerther, Martin J., 420 First, W Schoewe, Chaplain Theodore M., Office of fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Williston, N. Dak. the Base Chaplain, 7312th ABRON 
Harms, F. Theodore, 7024 Paisley Drive, 
St. Louis 20, Mo. 


APO 800, New York, N. Y. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
Sohn, Prof. Walter G., 4532 Portland Ave., 
Kingsville, Tex. ; 


of address of pastors and _ teachers 
Kaestner, Harold, 517 E. Doddridge, Minneapolis, Minn. should be sent jo the Statistical Bureau, 
i Walle, Prof. Oscar T., 1004 &. 32d St., Lutheran Building, 
Krahenbil, Albert, Austin 5, Tex. 
Oliver, British Columbia, Can. 


L 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
Wolf, Carl H., Cole Camp, Mo. l 


1's Venture of Faith... 


More for Missions in 1956... 


esaea' 


BUDGET RECEIVED | 


PLEDGED RESET 
= erin THERES reer, 


¢ 49,000 $ 4,083 $ 1,837.88 


dae girs oot 8 EEN 


MARCH 2,150,000 
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APRIL 5 91225.000 Colorado - 
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ances and Saskatchewan — 
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; 600,000 Northe See ee 500 619.44 
SEPT. J23S ee Northern Nebraska Te ee 266,50 7,833 2 750.00 
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OPERATING STATEMENT 


1955 1956 
Budget Requirements, February --.____-_----_ $758,333.33 $1,075,000.00 
ee : i Coste RecemisLepruary. = 376,175.20 538,124.87 
: | Ve a i Pape) Solis) *) |): Sela on 
: Ah \ \ Wl II 


$382,158.13 $ 536,875.13 


Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer | 


Witness for Christ through regular offerings! for the Kingdom © 


MARCH Pad ie 1956 {127} PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
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with this Beautiful Full-Color Picture... 


of Half Dome in Yosemite National Park, California. It comes in an 
enlarged size (17 x 22), printed on high-quality paper, especially 
suitable for easy framing. 


It’s our way of saying ‘“‘Thank you” for subscribing—or renewing. 


Look at these top reading features coming your way during April 
and May. 
GREAT FESTIVALS OF KUROPE GREAT Hymns oF EASTER 
ANGELS IN PIGTAILS ‘THINGS SHE LEARNED AS ““MAMA”’ 
THE QuieT COLMANS 4-H CLugss 
WHERE Was CALVARY SHAKESPEARE’S FRIENDLY TOWN 
THROUGH THE HEART OF THE My GREATEST THRILLS IN SPORT 
Hoty LAanp A MAN CALLED PETER 
These are reading pleasures you’ll want to discuss, save, and share with your 


friends. Often you will find a single inspiring issue worth the price of a year’s ' 
subscription. 


To subscribe—or renew—simply check your subscription instructions 
on the order form below. 


Just as soon as we receive your CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
subscription or renewal we'll Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


immediately send you free and I hereby [] subscribe, [] renew my subscription to 
postpaid the large full-color THIS DAY, the family magazine. Also please send 
scene of Yosemite National me your free full-color picture of Yosemite National 
Park. Once mounicd, the wall Park. (This special gift-picture offer closes April 30, 


of your home will take on a new 1956.) 
beauty and brightness. Here 

truly is a picture that will bring 

you genuine pleasure for years ’ , i enclose 
to come, Name 


Address. 


SN 


City Zone State___- — 


C] $3.00 for a one-year subscription 
C) $5.50 for a two-year subscription 


